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Has enough been done to address HIV and AIDS 

during the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa? 

 

Back in early June - with the 2010 FIFA World Cup on the 

very immediate horizon - excitement was mounting, tourists 

were arriving and the battle cry of the vuvuzela could be 

heard in the distance. However, somewhat buried beneath 

this buzzing anticipation there lay a much less savoury 

looming reality – the welcoming of 450 000 visitors to the 

country with the largest HIV positive population on the 

globe. In an environment where 5.7 million people are living 

with virus , BBC Africa Correspondent, Andrew Harding, 

begs the important question: “What percentage of male 

football fans coming to South Africa are going to pay for 

sex?”  

With researchers estimating seroprevalence among South African sex workers at 40-50 per cent, it is 

no exaggeration for Julian Braithwaite, consular boss to the British Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 

to call this aspect of South Africa’s month-long party “a real health risk.” In addition to the concern for 

tourists, there was also nervousness about how the local high school and university youth would fair 

with a World-Cup-inspired 6-week break in their academic calendars. Grace Matlhape, CEO of 

LoveLife’s National HIV/AIDS Youth Programme, worried that many of these young people would 

spend their free time hanging out in alcohol-fuelled fan parks and public viewing areas where kids 

might "tolerate all kinds of risk" as a result of feeling marginalized or excluded from the festivities. 

In response to these public health anxieties, civil society leapt at the opportunity to propel HIV 

awareness campaigns under the auspices of the world’s most popular event. UNAIDS’ Give AIDS The 

Red Card initiative has the captains of 10 World Cup teams joining hands to advocate for scaled-up 

PMTCT (prevention of mother-to-child transmission). In addition, 40 civil society organizations, 

including South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) and UNICEF, are backing the Brothers for 

Life campaign, where international football stars, such as South Africa’s Matthew Booth and Ryan 

Giggs of Manchester United, are urging young men to "yenza kahle" (do the right thing) with respect 

to HIV prevention. The private sector has also gotten involved in football-related HIV awareness 

programs. Sony, in partnership with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), is 

currently running Public Viewing in Africa. The program sets up live broadcasts of the matches in 

rural areas of Cameroon and Ghana, offering HIV and AIDS education as well as testing before the 

games and at half time. Local businesses are on board too, with The South African Business Coalition 

on HIV/AIDS (SABCOHA) spearheading the School Holiday Programme, where children are given 

HIV prevention education at day camps, and the Condom Distribution Initiative, through which HIV 

prophylactics are made available in more than 18,000 hotel rooms across the country. 
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Despite these efforts, along with those of FIFA itself (i.e. the 20-odd Football for Hope Centres across 

the country), civil society has lambasted the football association and the South African government for 

a lack of clear and decisive leadership surrounding World Cup HIV programs. Calling this a “dreadful 

missed opportunity”, Mark Heywood, Deputy Chairperson of SANAC, condemned FIFA for not 

engaging with their numerous attempts to gain permission to run HIV prevention activities within and 

around stadiums and fan parks. Federico Addiechi, head of FIFA's Corporate Social Responsibility 

Department, deflected these accusations by asserting that “it is not FIFA's responsibility to create a 

campaign or take responsibility for something that the South African government has already taken 

responsibility for.” Unfortunately, government doesn’t seem to be stepping up to the plate either. Sex 

Worker Education Advocacy Taskforce (SWEAT) experienced shortfalls from South African leadership 

with respect to HIV and AIDS promises in 2010. SWEAT was unsuccessful in their proposal to brand 

condoms with footballs during the World Cup. Even though the decriminalization of sex work is 

incorporated into South Africa's HIV and AIDS and STI National Strategic Plan (2007-2011) , the 

mayor of Cape Town - Dan Plato - called SWEAT’s idea “nuts” and scoffed at SWEAT for apparently 

attempting to “promote prostitution through the World Cup”. Heywood also criticises South African 

government for not living up to their obligation to put more pressure on FIFA to endorse programs 

like these. With both FIFA and the South African government playing a game of prisoner’s dilemma, 

this failure in accountability has relegated the chance for a real mark in HIV and AIDS awareness - on 

the world stage - to end up as a commons tragedy. PlusNews asks: “What will be the legacy, in terms 

of HIV, of South Africa's World Cup?” The final score remains to be seen. 
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