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Test how accountable you are 
Circle your answers to the questions below (go on, be honest). Then check your score for each 
question on the next page (no peeking!), then add up the scores and see how accountable you are.  

 
1. When I succeed,  
a. I congratulate myself on my hard work. 
b. I recognize my own work as well as the contributions of others who supported me.  
c. I guess I was lucky this time, or maybe it was God’s will.   
 
2. If I have to make a decision, 
a. I make the best possible one based on information I can find.  
b. I ask various people their opinions and then go with the most popular.  
c. I try to avoid having to make decisions especially if it will affect others.  
 
3. Things that make me feel good about myself are  
a. When I respect myself because I know I have made my own choices honestly and with integrity. 
b. When other people like me and tell me that I am doing well.  
c. When other people envy me because I have achieved more than they have.  
 
4. If I have promised to finish something by tomorrow I would  
a. Avoid the person I had promised to do it for. 
b. Talk to the person and explain that it wasn’t my fault that I couldn’t finish on time. 
c. Work all night to get it done. 
 
5. When I fail I 
a. Try to analyze what I did wrong and how I can fix it next time.  
b. Try to analyze who didn’t do their job correctly and whom I won’t work with next time. 
c. Guess I was just unlucky, or maybe it was God’s will.  
 
6. If a person criticizes me, I automatically think  
a. It is because she is racist/bigoted/sexist/ageist/or otherwise prejudiced. 
b. He or she must be having a bad day.  
c. Maybe I should listen carefully and talk to her further to find out what I can improve about my way of doing 

things. 
 
7. Your boss wants to talk to you. What do you think about while walking towards her?  
a. I think about whom I can blame for all the work I haven’t done. 
b. Nothing. Whatever she says to me, I will just have to accept it.  
c. I think about the suggestions I have for how to improve the work we are doing and my own contribution to the 

work.  
 
8. I often think  
a. I am the result of my family upbringing and nothing can fix my faults. 
b. I know I can change but it’s too much effort. 
c. I am solely responsible for my decisions in life.  
 
9. If I received praise for something which was actually someone else’s idea, I would 
a. Accept the praise and start publically boasting about ‘my’ great idea.  
b. Stay quiet and hope no-one notices it wasn’t my idea.  
c. Say publically that it was someone else’s idea and that they should get the credit.  
 
10. If someone lost their job because of a mistake I made, I would  
a. Stay quiet and hope no-one notices it was my fault.  
b. Stay quiet but secretly try to help the person find another job, so it wouldn’t reflect badly on my karma/soul.  
c. Go to the boss, admit to my mistake, ask him to take back the person who was fired, and accept the 

consequences of my mistake.  
 



Calculate your score 
 

1. a)1 b)0 c)3 
2. a)1 b)2 c)3 
3. a)0 b)1 c)3 
4. a)3 b)3 c)0 
5. a)0 b)2 c)3 
6. a)3 b)1 c)0 
7. a)3 b)2 c)0 
8. a)3 b)2 c)1 
9. a)3 b)2 c)0 
10. a)2 b)2 c)0 

 

How did you score? 
 

0-10:  
You are very accountable. You should share your level of transparency, responsibility, and 
knowledge of how to improve oneself with your colleagues and community.  

 
11-20:  
You know about accountability and can behave well sometimes, but you can do better. Instead of 
shirking work, or avoiding your designated tasks, work on knowing how to hold others accountable 
and being more so yourself.  

 
21-30:  
You do not live your life very accountably and often try to avoid responsibility for your actions. By 
learning to be more accountable, you will also be more in control of your life, and you will be able to 
help others be more in control of their lives as well. 
  

Come back in six months’ time and see if you have improved!  

We can all be more accountable!  
 



Want to learn more about 

Accountability?  

Check out these resources. 

 
 AIDS Accountability International: Accountability Literacy PowerPoint 

 
 Accountability Framework 

 
 Accountability Literacy- a mapping of resources for HIV advocacy 

 
 Accountability Forum 

 
Country Scorecard 2008 
Scorecard on Women 2009 
Scorecard on LGBT 2011 
AAI HIV/AIDS Workplace Scorecard 
Strengthening accountability of Country Coordinating mechanisms 
Monitoring and strengthening accountability on the sexual and reproductive health and rights in Africa 
 
 
 

Visit us at www.aidsaccountability.org 
 
See our Facebook page 
 
Join our discussion on Linked In 
 
Follow us on Twitter 
 

 

 
 

Other sources 
 
A brief introduction to various types of accountability 
Accountability Institute South Africa  
A funny video on lack of personal accountability 
Holding yourself accountable: video 
Social Accountability in Africa: Practitioners’ Experiences and Lessons: Book 
Social Accountability in Action -- Engaging Communities in Health Services: Absenteeism 
Commonwealth Foundation: Various civil society accountability toolkits 
Public Service Accountability Monitor (PSAM) 
Using the media as a means of increasing accountability 
CRM Learning: The Accountability Toolkit - Government Version (For purchase) 
 

http://aidsaccountability.org/AAI%20Accountability%20Literacy%20Presentation%20Phillipa%20Tucker.ppt
http://aidsaccountability.org/?page_id=309
http://aidsaccountability.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Mapping-of-accountability-resources.pdf
http://aidsaccountability.org/?page_id=318
http://aidsaccountability.org/?page_id=5468
http://aidsaccountability.org/?page_id=920
http://aidsaccountability.org/?page_id=3435
http://www.aawscorecard.org/
http://aidsaccountability.org/?page_id=922
http://aidsaccountability.org/?page_id=6260
http://www.aidsaccountability.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AIDS-Accountability-International/332434386121
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/AIDS-Accountability-Sexual-Reproductive-Health-4403352?gid=4403352&trk=hb_side_g
https://twitter.com/#!/AAI_AIDSwatch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accountability
http://www.aisa.org.za/index.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF0EoMW0J78&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-ClR8rvUsA
http://www.saiia.org.za/books/social-accountability-in-africa-practitioners-experiences-and-lessons.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IAKKzaJBd0&feature=related
http://www.commonwealthfoundation.com/Howwedeliver/Toolsandresources/Governance
http://www.psam.org.za/
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTGOVACC/Resources/Mediatoolkit.pdf
http://www.crmlearning.com/accountability-toolkit-government-version

