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On International Women’s Day, AIDS Accountability International calls for 
increased awareness of lesbian and transgender women’s needs in the HIV 
response 

 
 
Report highlights governments’ lack of knowledge of rates of lesbian and transgender women’s 
HIV testing. 
 
Cape Town, 8 March 2011– Lesbian women are being neglected by governments in their planning 
around HIV testing. In 2011 AIDS Accountability International releases the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender (LGBT) Scorecard, a one of a kind research report with the findings reflect that 
governments internationally need to include more women who have sex with women (WSW) and 
transgender women in their policy, programming and implementation. 
  
On International Women’s Day, AIDS Accountability International together with the Coalition of 
African Lesbian’s and GenderDynamix call for increased inclusion of these issues on the government 
agendas globally. GenderDynamix Deputy Director Robert Hamblin explains: “Understanding the 
vulnerability of transgender and lesbian women is essential to this struggle. Fighting HIV and AIDS is 
all about making chains that will give us power to lock out this epidemic. Until we do not fully 
understand how the lives of the infected and affected intersect and disperse the ignored groups in 
our understanding will always be the weak link in this chain”. 
 
Lesbian and bisexual women, as well as women who do not identify as lesbian but have sex with 
other women, are being left behind with regard to testing among other aspects. 192 United Nations 
member states committed to time-bound targets and reporting on various HIV related indicators 
when they signed the United Nations 2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS. Although these 
indicators do not include WSW, governments are required to identify the groups of people who are 
most vulnerable to HIV within their borders. For many countries this would include lesbian and 
bisexual women and transgender women. However this is not the case. No country has reported 
data on how many WSW have been tested in the last year and know their results. 
 
Transgender women are particularly vulnerable because of widespread stigma and discrimination. 
Health care workers are more often than not inadequately trained to fully and professionally care for 
transgender patients and prevention campaigns do not target this audience leaving them at low 
levels of testing and knowing their status and thus high risk of behaviors which lead to contracting 
and transmitting HIV. 
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The report found that only three countries had data on transgender people and whether they had 
been tested in the last 12 months and knew their results: 
 

1. Bangladesh, in 2008, reported HIV testing coverage for 15% of transgender people.  
2. Thailand, in 2010, reported HIV testing coverage of 21% of transgender people. 
3. Papua New Guinea, in 2010, included a count of HIV testing coverage of 149 men who 

have sex with men, transgender and male sex workers. 
 
Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, and Mauritius all reported a lack of sufficiently reliable data or that their 
governments were in the process of collecting such data.  
 
The Peruvian, Dominican Republic, Venezuelan, Malaysian and Indonesian reports all discussed 
transgender issues, however not HIV testing.  
 
AAI and their partners applaud these efforts, and state that these countries should be recognized, 
both government and civil society, for starting to include all people, regardless of sexual orientation 
and gender identity, and setting an example of future best practice. There are human rights as well 
as epidemiological reasons why this is necessary in a strong AIDS response. 
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About AIDS Accountability International 

AIDS Accountability International (AAI) is a non-profit organisation that assesses the performance of 

governments in the response to AIDS to improve accountability and leadership.  

Website: http://aidsaccountability.org 

The AIDS Accountability LGBT Scorecard focuses on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues 
with regard to HIV and analyzes how governments are responding to the needs of this marginalized 
group. Each month in 2011 AAI will release one of the Scorecard’s ten elements to provide data of 
the degree to which countries are fulfilling their commitments to respond to the needs of LGBT 
individuals in the context of the AIDS epidemic. Our ambition is that the Scorecard will serve as 
material to raise awareness, to contribute with evidence for advocacy and be used as starting points 
for dialogues with stakeholders. The ten elements are: Testing, Prevention, Knowledge, Behaviour, 
Reporting, Policy Environment, Legal Environment, Transgender and Intersex and Homophobic 
Violence. 
 
For further information on the project and its various components please contact: 
 
Phillipa Tucker:phillipa@aidsaccountability.org 
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